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Mohammed Ishak Khot will head home to
Bombay by Monday with $5,000 US back
pay in his pocket -- and a prayer in heart
for his dying wife.

Khot is one of 25 Indian crew and officers
left stranded aboard a freighter in English
Bay since November by a shipping
company that has refused to pay either its
employees or local bills.

Fellow seamen on the Atlantis Two aired
the bosun's plight yesterday in a bid to find
a way to have him collect the money he
needs for his wife's heart operation and his
plane ticket home.

Tom Hawkins, a Vancouver lawyer acting
for the Cypriot shipping firm Expedient
Maritime, confirmed yesterday that
$50,000 US recently forwarded to cover
part of the more than $220,000 owed the
men in back wages will be released today.

While the money would normally be
divided among the men, all have agreed
Khot's plight takes priority and have asked
that he be awarded full back wages and
severance pay of about $5,000 and be
flown home quickly.

Khot's wife of 28 years has suffered two
heart attacks while awaiting her operation.
He needs the cash to pay the medical bills
in advance.

Hawkins said the owners have also
arranged for weekly crew trips to shore for
the remaining men while the dispute is
being settled.

The waterfront Flying Angel mission to
seamen, a centre that provides help to
foreign crew, has also offered each of the
men a telephone card good for a free call
home. Most of the crew have run out of
money for such calls.

In addition to back pay, owners of the ship
owe more than $500,000 in local fuel and
repair bills, and the vessel has yet to clear
inspections for structural and firefighting
deficiencies.
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