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The federal NDP will push today for
Canadian sanctions against Myanmar and
for a ban on all Burmese-flagged ships --
four of which call regularly in B.C., The
Province has learned.

The move is aimed at the repressive
government of Myanmar, formerly known
as Burma. In late September, government
troops fired on tens of thousands of
pro-democracy protesters, leaving at least
10 dead and thousands under arrest.

Canada officially denounced the violence,
and the Commons unanimously awarded
honorary citizenship to Aung San Suu Kyi,
the revered opposition leader and Nobel
Peace Prize winner now living under house
arrest in Myanmar.

The NDP is demanding more.

At a press conference today in the capital,
Ottawa New Democratic Party MP Paul
Dewar is expected to unveil a motion to be
tabled when the House resumes sitting
Tuesday.

The motion calls for Canada to "show its
solidarity with the Burmese democratic
movement" by banning people and
companies from dealing in property in
Myanmar, from exporting, selling or
shipping goods to that country, from
transferring technical data to it, importing
or acquiring goods or services from it and

from providing any financial or other
services to it.

It also calls for banning all vessels flying
the Myanmar flag from entering Canada,
except in emergencies.

Four ships flying that flag -- the Global
Explorer, the Global Nextage the Global F
and the Global Pioneer -- are part of a fleet
of ships that have loaded raw logs and
agriproducts in B.C. for at least the past
four years.

Ports of call have included the Fraser River
port, Vancouver, Campbell River, Nanaimo
and Prince Rupert.

Peter Lahay, a Vancouver-based
flag-of-convenience inspector for the
International Transport Workers
Federation, will be at today's press
conference in Ottawa.

"To most people, Burma feels like it's so
far away. But the misery of Burma washes
up on our shores through globalization
more than some might think," said Lahay,
who has acted for unpaid and injured
Burmese seafarers.

Dewar, who will be joined at the press
conference by officials from Canadian
Friends of Burma, told The Province
yesterday he is taking his cue from Suu
Kyi, who urged the world to "use our
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freedom to support theirs."
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